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Were the elder d'hraeli still living, he
weald bare found in the work before as ma-
tsrials for a piquant addition to his "Curiosities
of Literature." No publication that we know
.f preaeata a fairer field for the exercise ofthe ana¬

lytical (kill and caustic humor of the professional
crttk. A mere autobiographical episode.and that,
tee, not of the most creditable kind.in the oareer
ef eoe of tbo«e fashionable idlers wboee eesentrioi-
ties but too frequently obtain for them an equivocal
notoriety, it ban surprised the world by the exhibi'
lion of talents which, if they had been seriously di-
Mcted, might have placed within the reach of their
toeeessor almost any of the prizes of an honorable
and useful ambition. With the abuse of men's gifts
nd opportunities, it is not, however , our business to

deal, more especially in the case of a man who pre-
temts himself before the public, smarting under .

tense of real or fancied oppression, an! whose
wrongs, as he asserts, having been prejudged on

i zparte and. fa'sified testimony, demand an boaest
and unbianad consideration at our hands.
And yet, had the interest of this carious publicv

ticn been oonfined to the issues which the author so

eonfideLtly submits to our judgment, we question
whether its circulati :n weald have extended much
beyond the circles in which the personages who
figure in it move. The grievances of which it is made
the vehicle are too strictly personal to ezoite for them
independently sny very general attention or sym
pathj . The age of eentimeut is past vhen the sorrows
ef difappointed lovers found a responsive echo ia the
breasts of a romantic generation. The world his, in
feet, become so hardened in materialism thit it is
¦ere dispesed to ridicule than ommiserate the t)r
ments *hi:h the fi hie god delights to infliotopon
his votaries. The " History of a Courtship and it*
Cobsequences," therefore, required some more no/el
and highly svasmed elements of attraction to ensure
fir it any large shire of popularity.
BTbe txtraordi iary sensation that has been craa'.ed
by tkis book. evidenced at once by the uupreca-
dentedb largr uale that it ha* already had, and thi at¬
tention that has been devoted to It by the press.hai
natur>lly led to a Rood deal of controversy m f.o the
grounds of the favor it ha* met with. It w.mld be
atourd to pretend that there existed in the publio
¦rind any very general feeling of sympathy or regret
for the misfortunes of its author, brought mm hi a,
as they unquectionably were, by his owa levity aod
lolly. Still less did tne conduct cf bis fair opponent,
presented to ns, even as it km, nndar all the adviota
gea of powerful protection, and all the prestige of a
successful prosecution, appear in such a favorable
Mght as to excite in us any very pirti ular desire to
make her further acqualatance. Whatever intorc.it
bad been originally created by the melodra¬
matic cbaiacter of the whole affair, had, ii
(act, died out, and therefore it cannot be said
that it la to either the freshness of it* inci¬
dents, or to any great faith in the ne w version ot tha
cate, which tttjbook might put forth, that the run

which It baa had is to be attributed. The truth is,
that the interest of tbe work ties entirely in its lite-
wry mtrita. It is at once oae of the m»t original
and tcccutiic productions that h is e7er emanated
from tbe p*.n cf a comparatively unpracticed writer.
It exhibits a stiange combination of natural talent,
.eeial lact, hunor, and gmtlinviuly breeding, wi'u
an egotism and and&city without example, and wa
need scarcely add, as a coosequecce, a deploraVe
auemce of judgment ani discretion. These latter de¬
fects ate, howver, in Borne degree atoned tor by
tbe imperturbable good humor and philosophy wl'.h
which it* author reguia misfortunes that wouli
lave soured the tempers, as well as blasted the pros

pects, of mwt otner men. There is also this ex *1-
hit feature in the bojk.that it m&nlfeits bat little
?tadiotiveness towards the persona whom tbe
writer cotceivea to have been Instrumental to bis
sufferings; s> that one ia aifaosed to look indulgent
tj on mnch that ia reprehensible, in consider*
kci of <b'«e better qualities of hia natur®
He baa the good tense, too, tj dijj»rd all af
testation of sentiment, wiich he knew in hUca°e
would b i ooty i»ugt>ed at; and, in giving fall p'ay tj
the bocyancy and liveliness of hia tempe~ament, he
his attained a literary soccers whkh a more elabo
nte effort could not have achieved. By making a

clean breast of it with the world, be felt that he had
nothing to lose, for tbe tongue of siandal had alraa
dy done Its worst with hia reputation.and on thU
point be certainly deserves credit tor discrimina
lion. Few men would have had moral oourage
enough again to run the gauntlet of criticism after
time had consigned to a partial oblivion such odioas
charges as thoee with which tbe writer was as

¦ailed; and his doing so argues a consciousness
that the mire serious of them are undeserved. As to
the follies to which he pleads gnilty, they are of too
common occurrence to call for heavier oensure in his
mm than in that of thousands of others, who have
maintained4n spite of them, their position in society.
Besidsi, the world, in consideration of the severe
lesson that he has received, will be disposed to give
Mm the benefit of the charitable doctrine inculcat¬
ed by the poet-

He tliat hath all his din* eonf«i»«el,
! Stands next to him that never hag tranngrewl.
From this cursory description, a tolerably sorrect

Idea may be formed of the general merits and pe.
euliaii.les of the book. In point of mere style, it ii
superior to ninety-nine ont of a hundred of the mora
pretentions works that issue from our press. It
lMara on the face of it the stamp of a highly culti.
vated and observant mind, which has seen and reid
much, although it has failed to profit by it. It oost-

Mms something of the colloquial ease and vivacity
of Horace Walpole's writings with the precision and
elegance which characterise Lord Chesterfleld's let¬
ter*. Taken u a whole, however, it offers, both in
Ma subject and made of treatment, more general
points of resemblance to Hamilton'alively " Memoirs
of De Grammont" than to any other work of a simi¬
lar character that we are acquainted with. Tbe
analogy between the careers of the two chevaliers.
hcth alike renowned in the liataof Ibve and diplo
naaey.is not more striking than that which exists
between tbe records of their adventures. La
Harpe's description of Hamilton's book applies with
almost equal felieity to the publication before us :

"Of aD frivolous works," said that diacriminnMcg
|cdge, " it is the most agreeable and tbe most Ingent-
.cs. It ia the production of a light and subtle inind,
habituated in the corruption of courts to acknowledge
bo other check than ridicule; to cover tbe loosest
¦enrern with a varnish of elegance, and to reader
all tbirgs subordinate to pleasure and gaiety. There
hi something of tbe style of Voiture about it, batit
in far more highly finished. The art of narrating
trifles so as to make much of them ie to be fonnd in
erfeetlon in its pagM."
That ft man who hM tbe capacity and the

.oarage to write a book of this description shoull
lay claim to any great ardor or sincerity of feel,
lag, wm of course too abauid a pretension even for
ft person of WikofTs mental calibre to seek to im
poM upon hie readers. Hia professions of attach¬
ment to the fair object of his pursuit are aocord-
ngly merely used as a sort of decent veil to tbe
¦on mercenary purpose which he had in vie », and

I they are coupled with so many ride whispers and
tacendoe regarding the lady's age andabsenseof
personal attractions, that they Intimate pret'.y
plainly that no one is expected to believe them. To
4c him justice, there ia very little hypocrisy about
bis bosk. According to bis oirn portrait of himcalf,
he stands confessed one of the most heartless and
has* ii iifiaionn but at the same time, it must be
admitted, one of the liveliest and most amusing of
gaUaata. It is not onr purpose to follow him through
the delicate intricacies of tbe liaiion which be hat
.fcongkt it ncMMftry to l»y bar* to the public eye, is
order to extenuate the effect of tbe Genoa verdict.
6ar opinions ot that decision have been long since
torm* d, and it lid lot require tbe evidences of the
Jtdy'e toilj sod Irdlicretkm, ftunlsied by Ueo

pi l«ant exposures, to confirm the iiea now gene¬
rally entertained, of the ridiculous disproportion
that existed between her admirer's offtnoe sad its
punishment. On a candid review of the whole
circainstances of the esse, it is almost
impossible to avoid arriving at the conclusion that
of the two tha conduct of the lady was the most cen¬
surable. If Wikoff deserves to ba stigmatised as an

unscrupulous fortune hunter, what shall we say of
the woman who, for the gratification of an idle
vanity, encouraged the attentions of a man of a no¬

toriously equivocal reputation in snob mitten, and
whom no prudent fema'e, in a mere spirit of trifling,
should have admitted to such intimate relations with
ber? It must be borne in mind that she had neither
youth nor inexperience to plead in extenuation of
ber maccountable folly. She canno t even lay claim
to that Infatuation of passion or sentiment which
tonne a palliation for most female errors. The whole
context of her correspondence and her conduct im¬
mediately previous to and subsequent to the trial,
to say nothing of the oenversations detailed In this
book, show that ber heart was never for a moment
touched by any real feeling of love or even regard
for her admirer. She was flittered by having, as
sbe supposed, caught in her toils one of the gay
Lotharios of Paris and London society, and she felt
disposed to amuse herself at his expense, without
diving him any real hold over her. Is it to be won¬
dered at that a woman who should propose
such a dangerous game to herself, should
reap bitter fruits from her imprudence. Question¬
able as may be the taste whioh under ordinary cir¬
cumstances might prompt a man to lay bare rela¬
tions which are usually considered sacred from

public observation, some justification is to be found
in the present instance, in the faot that not only
throughout the whole of the proceedings before the
Ueiioa tribunal, but throughout the entire of Wi-
k< ff'8 long and weary captivity, a remorseless rindio-
tiveness was exhibited by Mies Gamble, which dis¬
entitles her to any very de'isate consideration at
his hands. Not satisfied with crashing him by the
wogbt of a public condemnation, Bhe sternly op¬
posed a!l the eflorts made by his friends to shorten
tiie term of his imprisonment. Had this relentless.
n»8s of feeling arisen from any keen sauae of serious

injury on ber part, some palliation mght be founl
for it, but her condnct immediately after the offence
of wbich her quondam lover was charged, as well
as her subsequent declarations, show that in reality
she attached but little importance to any effect
whLh it might have upon her reputation. Uofor-
tuna'eiy she fell into the hands of persons who
instetd of uBlng effjrts to soothe her wounded prile,
onl> confirmed her in her revengeful impulses, and
for motives be it known to themselves, who urged
her to proceed to extremes whish all must aim t
were zn worthy of a kind-hearted and high-minded
woman.

There are some curious circumstances connested
with the Genoa tr'al which have never been satis'
factorily explained, and wfiich suggest the suspicion
that high political influences were employed to en¬
sure a conviction. Tne fact, though long doubted,
is no ? pretty well established that Wikuft, previous
to this unfortunate ailalr, had been in tha pay of the
English Foreign Office, either as a political writer
or a secret diplomatio ag«nt, and had quarrelled
with or been dismissed by Lord Paiuaerston. From
the moment when Miss Gamble's complaint against
him was brought wl'Jain the cogn.ztnce of the Eng
lii-h Consul, Mr. Timothy Brown, the mat er, whicu
mgtt have been easily hushed up, was made to
assums a serious aspect, aid every effort was used
by him to fcflame and exasperate the feelings of the
lady. Throughout the whole of the complicated pro¬
ceedings with which the unfortunate delinquent was
harassed belore his offence could be bhaped by legal
ingenuity into a definite ciminal charge, tue evil
Influence of this man is everywhere vUibl«a stimu¬
lating, encouraging and advising the hirshest mea¬

sures, and supplying extraneous evidence to blast
the character of the accused where it wan appro,
hended that the w.akcets of the direst testimony
acduced might have failed in eneariog the desirdd
result. Owing to recent political circumstanoes

Bi itif-h influence was in the ascendant with tbe Sar¬
dinian government at the period when the t-idtook
place, and Consul Brown seems to have a '.retched to
tbe uttermost the ad rantagee whioh he derived from
this circumstance for the purpose of crushing the
accused. A* a specimen of the grins partiality with
which judicial investigations a> e conducted uader tbo
constitutional government of Sardinia, we will quote
from the book a tkatcb of tbe second day's pro¬
ceedings

I r»»e betimes next morning, greatly refreshed by a
sound sleep, ami van cheercd during ray breakfast by
the news that the tido of opinion hail turned strongly in
my favor. The general impression amongst the official!)
of the prison was that 1 must be a-quitte 1, from the
absence of all proof thowing criminality, either as to in¬
tention or a;t.

1 set off, a< before, with Roquino, a little after nine
o'clock, tor the Tower prison. where I foun 1 the courier
and Pietrn in a better state of mind than on the previous
day. I heard that the multitude about the doors of
the ducal palace was denser than on tho lirs: day;
for the noise of the trial had spread tarouuh
the town, and curiosity as to the result had vastly
increased tbe throng. 1 felt less mawxiite honte, now
that the real nature of the case had become better known;
and, on setting out for the Court, I declined the otfer of
tbe sedan chair, and no longer soug'it to conceal my¬
self from public view. As I made my way, under tbe
escort of two carabiniers. through the crowd that tilled
the courtyard, and lined the splendid staircase of the old

ralace of tbe lloges, now converted into halls of justice,
received numerous marks of sympathy, and was balled

by occasional cries of " rtea I" lor 1 was generally looked
upon by tbe public as the victim of the English Consul,
who liad taken no pains to disguise his hostile proceed¬
ings against me. It was generally suppo-ed that he was
acting under the instructions of his government, and
that 1 was, in fact, the object of a sscret poll teal in¬
trigue. which was carried ou under cover of a m.nk trial
for tbe abduction of my affianced brule. I entered the
court room about ten o'clock, anltook my seat as before
with the courier and I'ietro in my neighborhood. Miss
Gamble was already in her place, attended, as yesterday,
by Miss Dennett and Mary.
My astonishment was even greater than the day be¬

fore, to And that not a single laay was to be seen in any
part of the courthouse. The men had it all to tlieni
wives, and the throng was extraordinary. Miss Gam¬
ble, however, seemed perfectly at her ease, though her
manner gave tokens of irritation I had not observed on
tbe previous day. I soon lesrned that she was in great
apprehension at my possible acquittal and it was natu¬
ral, after having been urged to go so far to prevent it,
that she should feel disturbed at the chance of being de¬
feated.

Before the judges camea in, I remarked that Mr.
Timothy Brown wa« bustling aSout with a pap ir
in his hand, that he flourished aleft ever and anon,
as thcugh it contained matter of Impirtanoe. 1
should not oiu t to say that the behavior of this eccen
trie gentleman during the previous day had been of a
kind to attract general attention, which was. doubtless,
his object; but it brought dosn upon him no small
amount of blam« ami jeering, lie had breo requested to
withdraw, along witli the other witnesses, from the
eourt; but not long alter wards he made hia «r.iy balk
again, and forcing himself through the crowd, in spite
of the opposition of the kuioier*, n« got within the rail-
lag, and strode towards the tribunal This irregular
proceeding provoked the murmurs of the public, and tue
['resident called on him, in a rou*h voice, to retire, bat,
quite unconcerned, he approached and whispered in his
far, and then clapping on his hat, as If to show his con¬
sular contempt fur the exception taken to bis e induct,
he ihoved boldly through the crowd again, regardless of
the laughter and sibilations that followed him. I saw
no more of him for the rest of the day.

Hut, as I was just saying, his manner on the pre««nt
occasion showed that b<- considered the fortunes of the day
rested entirely on his own shoulders, and the scowl with
which he regarded me, an wall as foe sternness of hia
demeanor, indicate I be would unapar.ngly employ every
means at his command to carry out his object. I was
curious to know what was the new euglne of destruction
that he had so unexpectedly nnmasaed, and I was in¬
formed by my lawyers and Consul that, feariag my ac¬
quittal, from the failure of the evidence against me. Mr.
Brown had thought It judicious to bring forward a eoou-
Bent that he hoped would compromise me in public
opinion, and aiTord a pretext to the tribunal far my
condemuation, if that were really their purpose, aa sup
posed.
" A well contrived tri'k," I replied; " but whst Is the

nature of this document?"
"I have just glanced over It," said my Con¬

sul, "and It s»em* to be a letter addressed to
Miss Gamble by a former acquaintance of yours,
and contains merely some sweeping expressions
of a very abusive character " [1 may ai well state h-re
that the person who was declared to b» the writer of this
calumnious epistle wsi Mrs.. ; but, 1 am happy to
say that I received afterwards a written denial from
Mrs. . that she ever penned snytbin* of the sort.
Mr. Rrown was therefore guilty of a falsehood in as¬

signing Mrs.. as the author of a lampoon he had
possibly concocted. |
"But has It anything to do with the ease in handv" I

asked.
"Not the least la the world," returned the American

Consul.
"Then, the object," I eentinued, "la plainly. a< you

suggest, to lower my character in the public view, and
afford the tribunal, if so inclined, a justification for an
adverse sentence. Well, let then play the r game oat.

I ibtlUoioppoM tbe reading of this trrelarut uttir. ' '

"But we shall," Mid my Itwytti, who wen standing
by; "for lueh a proceeding Is really abominable."

It wu half past 10 o'clock before the judged entered and
took their ««aU. The lawyer of Mia* Gamble, Sig Cabetla
immediately arose, and stated that llr. Brown, the Eng¬
lish Consul, had brought a document into Court that
morning which threw doubts on the character of the ac¬

cused, llr. Wikoff, and he demanded, therefore, in the
interest of hie client, Mian Gamble, that the laid docu¬
ment should be publicly read. I fare my ready assent
to iti reading, aa demanded; but Signor Maurixio arose,
under some excitement, ana said:.

'. Ibat, notwithstanding the permission just accordei
by his client, Mr. Wikoff, ne would, on his own responsi¬
bility, protest against the irregularity of this singular
proceeding. It is a well known enactment of our law,"
he continued, "that no evidence of the kind in quest! >n
can be produced on trial without five day* previous no¬
tice to the oppoaite party; and here, on the second day of

a trial, when the evidence is nearly closed, we find a con¬
cealed battery suddenly opened upon us, not in the
shape of a reputable witness, but in the equivocal one
of a calumnious letter thai says nothing or the caae in
band; and which, I may add, does little credit to its os¬
tensible author. What motive can Mr. Consul Drown have
for this Illegal and unfair manoeuvre other than to preju¬
dice the tribunal, and to justify the condemnation of
my client in the public eye? In a word, I protest against
the admission of thl ..J.id document; first as illegal, and

i ext as irrelevant, having nothing whatever to do
with the offence tiiy cliiat Fa here to answer."
The Tribunal then called upon Mr. Brown to deposit

the document be lieio in their hands, and they retire!
to reflect upou wb'.t course it was beat to adopt under
be circ urnstun us.
It appear* tnat the libellous letter in question bad
een duly translated into Italian, and was meant to
perate, therefore, upon such of the judges and tha pub¬

lic who did not understand the French and English
a ns neper.
Ilie Court remained absent for near an hour, and, of

< nurse, perused tbe invidious paper they had carried
witb them. Inasmuch as tbe law clearly forbid its ad¬
mission as evidence, their duty was to overrule it at once,
without leaving the bench. I merely instance this act
of 1'resident Malaspiiia and his coadjutors to show how
small their deference for law or justice
On the return of the Tribunal, it was pronounced with

much learned verbosity, that, according to the Sardinian
code of procedure, no documents could be produced on

trial without five days previous notice to the oppoaite
party; and as this requisition bad not been complied
with in this instance, the document brought forward by
Mr. Coisul Brown was inadmissible.
One of my counsel then rose and objected to Hr.

Brown being heard as a witness, since article UOi of the
cwie declared that the name of every wltnf as, together
witb a summary of the facta on which he is to be Inter¬
rogated, must be deposited at the secretary 's ofltce at
least twenty-four hours boforo the trial ; aui as this
necessary formality had not been fulfilled in Mr. Brown's
case, he eould nut legally be admitted as a witness.
The Tribunal decked that, although due notice had

not been given as stated, according to the law, yet they
considered themselves vested with a discretionary powor
in the case, and tliev would therefore grant their consent
to the examination of the witness!

Mr. Consul Brown was then called forward, and took
his seat on a chair in front of the Tribunal. He hul the
complacent air of a man wbo s-emed to relish his work.
Imagine the astonishment of the public when the Presi¬
dent declined to put him on oath. He was simply re¬

quested, as MIi-b Gamble had tieen on the day before, to
K've his testimony on his honor. Now, it may have
been a stretch of |mliteness to a lady, though she was
both a plaintiff and a witness, to allow her
to testify without being aworn; but what reason
could President M&laspina givo (an4 I hare publicly
demand it), for suffering Mr. Timothy Brown, a wit¬
ness for the prosecution, and, as ahowu, an Illegal
witners besides, to givo his testimony without being put
on oath, according to law, both in Uonoa and all the
world over? Have 1 not the right to denounce my trlil
as a mockery, after such a baiefaced violation of justice
as this?
As the examination of Mr. Brown, by the President,

was aa curious as the rest, I subjoin It in full .

PursjDKKT Do you know Mr. Wikoff?
Bnmmi Confix.I do.
Phkmdkxt.How 1 mg have you known him ?
Bhiticii Cohhi'l.About four months.
PKWinENT What la his moral character ?
Brotkh Conscl Detestable.
PMflliMW.How do you know this ?
BRtncn CuNPUt/. I in'er «o from his conduct to Miss

Gamble, and from what I have heard.
Phhwwwt.Do you know whether he had any employ¬

ment under the British government?
British Co.npul.I do not know, but I believe not.

have, besides, spot en to the English Ambassador, who
told me that it was impossible.
PmriDKXT.Sincc the affair between Mr. Wikoff and

Miss Gamble, was there any negotiation through the
medium of the American Consul?

liMTU-u Conboi,. Yes.
Pukmdknt Relate whnt yon know respecting it.
British Cojmtll..Wishing that the name of a lady

should not be brought before the puhhc, I dosired to
negotiate with him to come to an understanding that
Mr. Wit.olT should leave the country.

Pi:b>idkkt Why d'd Mr WlkofT refuse ?
Bkiii*ii Consul. H« did not refuse; but, in conse¬

quence of delay or the part of the American Consul, the
affair was divulged besides, there wan not time sufficient.

1 after* ards paw the advocate sreneral, for the purpose
of pprikic r to hiin. but he replied, " It i>* too late."

Phisipknt In the ney tuition which took place,
and in which you were eng.tged, what opinion did you
form in regard to the trannact on 1

Burnsii Cossn.I am persuaded that WisoIT was de-
termireil to ob aiu Miss Gamble's fortune either by love
or force.
At the clone of bis testimony Mr. Brown left his chair,

and, instead of returning to his place he seated himself,
to the surprise ol all, alongside of the President, ana
continued to supervise the proceedings with an air of au¬

thority that seemed to inip'y that his dida w*s para¬
mount over both law and judge. He chatted familiarly
with the judges, and must have said some good things,
from the giggling that frequently ensued. This was not
very decorous in so grave a placo as a court of justioa
ought to be; hut the way judicial business U managed in
Genoa, taking this as a sample, is different from what I
had ever teen in any other country bofore. Notwith¬
standing the inattention of my judges, I rose immedi¬
ately after Mr. Brown hud finished, ami begged to ad¬
dress a few observations to the Court. I said: "It is
not my purpose to bundy words with Mr Consul Brown,
and I will, therefore, make no reply to the unnecessary
aHpersions he has chosen to cast upjn me. I leave
them in their spirit and taste to public appreciation,both here, in bis country, and in mine. Indeed, I have
reason 1 1 be satisfied that he has given such plain ex¬
pression to bis fee'ings, and in language so intempe¬
rate, him i- it caunot tail to prove ho has acted towards
me throughout this puerile affair with a virulence that
no one could have expected of an Knglish Consul, or an

Knglish gentleman. But let that pass. There is one
distinct declaration, however, on his part that I
feel it necessary to notice on the spot. Mr.
Brown has proclaimed his disbelief that I nave ever
been in the employ of the British government. Nay,
more. He has stated that the Knglish Ambassador at
Turin, Mr. Hudson, has declared that my reputed con¬
nection with the British goverrment was 'impossible I'

1 must first express my regret that either the President
of the Tribunal, or Mr. Brown, has thougdt lit to mix up
the British government with »o frivolous a case as the
one in hand ; but I have no ehoice now but to follow
their lending. It is well known to the Tribunal that I
stated to the Judge of Instruction, and I stated it only
because Miss Gamble had revealed it, th«t almost up to
the day o( my airest at Genoa I had been in thu employof the British government. If, then, the grave and de¬
liberate statements of the Consul and Ambassador of
England are true, I stand before this Court and the
public in the odious light of an unmasked impos¬
tor. Humble a person as I really may be, my
veracity and position, thus needlessly assailed, are
still dear to me and I have no alternative, there¬
fore, but to declare that the unqualified assertions of
Mr. Consul Brown and his Kxcell nry Mr. Hudson,
are untrue, and dliectly opposite to the fact. I beg,
therefore, to state that in September, 1HS0, Lord Pal-
merston, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, personally
made to me propositions to enter into the serrice of
the British Foreign Office, which 1 finally accepted, and
entered upon my functions the October foUo<ving. I
continued in this employment during the years 1850 and
1861, when, for reasons I am not railed upon to specify
here, a misunderstanding arose, which may end in the
close of my connection with the Foreign Office, but
which has not yet positively taken place. Surely
nothing could have been easier than for Mr. Consul
Brown, or the English Envoy at Turin, to inform them-
selvrs of these fact# 1 y application te l»rd PalflMrston
direct, or to the Foreign Office. It was th*lr manifest
duty to l!o so. both as discreet officials and as
honorable men, before ventur ng to pronounce me
un impostor. I must, therefore, hold them jointly guilty
of an art of unpardonable igtorance. since it is quite
impossible to believe that an Knglish Consul, or an En{
lisli Ambassador, would de«igne ly state what they knew
to be false. In conclusion, i feel all the disadvantage I
labor under In having no move than my simple wont to
oppose to the emphatic disclaimer of Mr. Consul Brown,
and of hi# Excellency Mr. Hu.lion; but if any notice bad
been given roe to furnish proofs of my connection with
the British government, I should have promptly pro
rim-ed tliem. I have nothing of the kind with me at
Genoa; end if the smt>nce of the court Is to depend on
my proving tliat I have not been guilty of misrepresen¬
tation snd falsehood, it needs must be registered against
me. I Usve been taken completely by surprise, and I
must be allowed *i say that the conduH of Mr. Consul
Brown In this matter is as unfair and ungenerous as in
all the rest."

I sat down; but tny precise language and earnest
tones failed to convince either the tribunal or the pub¬
lic that I had spoken the truth. Called to elect between
the good faith of individuals holding places of such im
po'tance and distinction as those of Consul and Ambas¬
sador of Fnglnnd,and that of a person in my unfortu¬
nate position, it was perfectly natural that the general
Impression should prevail that I had been guilty of an
unjustifiable deception; and from that moment publicsympathy began to diminish for ms. Mr. Hrowu sue
reeded, at last, by a flagrant misstatement, in hrsaklnc
ilown my position as a person worthy of confidence, and
his real object was thus cunuingly achieved: for publicopinion would take less exception to my con lemnation,
oeice supposed to be guilty of a gross imposture, how¬
ever innocent I might be thought of the abdiistlea of
Miss Gamble.
To show how cruelly I was belled in this matter, I sub-

loin an extract from a letter of II U. Addington, Esq.,II. B. M. Under -"erretary of Kta'e for Foreign Affairs,which happened to be lying in the hands of my bankers,
at Paris, at the very moment the events above were
taking place .

FomaowOvnrr, Nov. 24, ISM.
Hiemv WIKOFF, Es<j., Ac., *c..sir |. r,.p|y to the

letter which you addressed to Viseount Palmerston, on
the 31st of »>etober, lam directed to obiervs to you that
the sole object of the arrsncement which his lordship
rrade with you in the autumn of last year, was to make
known clearly, through tbe medium of the French and
the 1 nited Htstee press, the liberal, and, especially, the
pacific character of the policy of her Majesty's govern¬
ment. . .....! am,
therefore, directed to state to you that lord Paltnexton
considers that the engsgement taken with you would
properly cease, ss already announced to you, wth th»

i toee of tfcis year but la order that yon may have a fall

twelvemonth '¦ notice of its ociution, he will eontlnue,until the end of Juno next, 1882, the rate of payment
which you hare already received, and on the 30th of
June that allowance will accordingly oease altogether.

I am, «lr, your obedient and humble servant,
H. U. 1DD1NGT0N.

The American Consul was the lait witness that was
called. 11* appeared in his uniform, as a mark of res¬
pect for the court; and next, to show that he took an
official interest in what was going on. He considered
the tribunal under the influence of Consul Brown, and
he meant, by wearing his uniform, to shew that he at¬
tached importance to the fact. He was requested to
take his oath. He made no objections, though he was
greatly astonished, as well as the publio, that the testi¬
mony of the English Consul had been received on hU
honor, whilst he, though appearing In his official capa¬
city, was desired to be sworn. Could anything be more
groes than the partiality of the tribunal in favor of toe
prosecution 1*
Tbese are strange facta and lead to strange in

ferences. It would be difficult to account, on

any rational or conventional grounds, for the perti¬
nacity with which the EnglUh Con <ol insisted on

carrying into court a case which might have been b)

easily arranged ont of it, and stlil less for the
inveterate personal hostility which he manifested
toward) the accused throughout the wbole of the
tiial. Can it really be that he was acting under in¬
structions frtm Lard Palneraton, and that there
were reasons that rendered it desirabfe that Wikoff
should be either put out of the way, by being seut to
the galleys, as was first contemplated, or that hs
should be so damaged in publio estimation as to
throw discredit on any statements that be might
chcoie to make in reference to his connection with
the British Foreign Office? This is an inquiry that
will naturally suggest itstlf to the mind of the
reader, on a careful perusal of the facts of the case ;
but the mystery in which it is involved is not hkaly
to be cleared up until Wikoff publishes his promised
history of bis relations with the British government.
One of the cleverest and most unusing chapters

of the book is the description of the Interview waich
took pla:e between Wikoff and Thnrlow Weed, slnoe
the arrival of the former in Ne ir York. Commen-
tary would only spoil Its eflect:.

AN OLD FOX CADOnT IN A TRAP.
Before my book was wholly out of the P*'nter M t5P~|'I fell a lively Itching to get liold of Mr. Thurlow Weed

who had lib'lled me In so uacoascionable a manner, a* I
htv, already stated. "Who i« Blennerhasset?" demand¬
ed the eloquent Wirt, a long tine ago; and he set to work
to explain a.n nobody bat himself really knew. But who
Thurlow Weed 1», it Is quite unnecessary to say; ror
who don't know him, at least, In this glorious Empire
Slate of ours? From the time of Morgans disappear¬
ance, (the recreant Mason.) and bis subsequent, du-
covery, without whiskers, by this adroit, and some say,
unscrupulous politician, more than twenty years ago,
he has been hard at work mstoaeuvreing, paragraphing,
and lobbying, in order to build up his owo party, j.dpull the other down, till, at last, we behold him lo Trt-
om,ike at the very top of the political dung hill, dapping
bin wing* and crowing with a Ustiness toat may be
heard all the way to Washington. The moment was op¬
portune to approach him; for success, like heat, op°ns
the pores of the heart, and I thought I mightJ. ***
to awaken hia sympathy, if I tailed to find illjo<ou-
science. Mr. Weed did me incalculable injury by
the insidious version he published, two years aK°; °
my courtship and subsequent "abduction of Miss Gam
ble. The matter was so exciting.the parties so well
known that everybody read it; an 1 written by Mr.Weed
on the spot, at the dictation of Miss Gamble, as he
stated everybody believed it. Whereas the story was
an ingenious misrepresentation from beginning ^ end.
Retarding Mr. Weed as the dupe of Mm Gamble s frollc-
some fancies, and believing that he had m»rely recorded
what slie bad related, 1 thought it only fair to give him

a chance to retract. The job however, was a delicate
o-je. An edtor has a natural aversion to inform ni»
reader* that lie has misled them. Besides, if Mr. Weed,
as a chronicler, proved that he was not to b«
might not people hereafter put less faith in the politi
cian? Worse than all, as Mr. Weed hud taken Miss
Gamble's side without due investigation, it was
very awkward for him to turn roumi and takeup' an adverse position to hia former prokgte,
and accuse her of having falsified. One thing or
the other it was necessary lor him to do. To coiifesi
that he bad defam-d me unintentionally, aid be ror-
eiven or to declare that he *to*l by his libel, and b«
convicted by an impartial jury. It was impossible to
luisciiie a (ubtle ptlitician In a worse predicament, and I
was curicuii to see what means he would employ to get
out of it. 1 wax sure the public would enjoy the sport,
for though our sympathies may be touched by the
trembling ga/elle ss It tile# from tho hunter, who cares
for the late of an old fox who has numbcrlm tricks to
answer for If 1 was told ho was very adroit. I knew no
one was a treater adept in the mysteries of hocus pocus
than himself. Feeling 1 was no match for a politi J*l
iupalerof suth rare skill and large experience, I saw
.hat If 1 were not very cautious, Mr. Weed would slip
through my fingers, and leave me high and dry, with¬
out retractation, or a case for a jury Cant on Is
a bump that phrenologists tell me I totally lack,
and so opposed is my niture to deliberation
that I nlwnys throw myself headlong at my
object, male or female, and leave the rust to inspiration.
Audteity has done more lor me than prudence, and I
have often rushed in, as t»-e proverb says, when angels
would have stopped at the threshold. Without any
warning, 1 meant to confront Mr. Weed suddenly, for
the coolest men are ofter thrown on their haun rhes by
surprise. 1 took the steamer, December «, for Albany,
and at eight next morning found my self in the neat or
fico of th# Evening Journal. I was informed Mr. Weed
was at the Astor House, New York. This was vexatious,
but If I bad written to him, I might never have round
him at all. 1 was shrewd e«ou*h not to give my name,bnt took the H. K. railway at eleven A. M. back again.
Without meaning it. Mr. Weed had given me a dodge at
the outset. It looked as if he were under the influence
that rnled Macbeth, when he said to his adversary, "Or
all men else have 1 avoided thee."

/.v."Is Mr. Weed in the hotel?" I asked at the ofll.-e of the
Astor, which I reached by Ave the same afternoon.
"He is tailing with some gentlemen in the rotunda,'

was the answer.
,"Print bim out to me V' 1 said to a waiter, for I had

never seen him.
. . ....He did so, and I approached a very tall man, of middle

sge, who turned as I sounded bis name.
"I would like an hour's conversation with you this

evening," I said, addressing him, "on important busi

He peered curiously In my face, and looked as if be
wondered who the deuce I could be.

1 didn't mean to tell him then.
"Let me see," he replied, gating at me all the time,"I have not dined yet. "

....... , j"Will you be at leisure by eight o'clock ?" I inquiredHe meditated a moment, but curiosity predominated.
"Yet, you will find me at eight o'clock. 1

I smiled frequently, whilst eating my own dinner, at
thinking what a dose awaited the unsu«pecti«g editor of
the Etenina Journal. I had to swallow mine whin flat
on my back in sn Italian prison. Ho can bolt his with
the best wine of the Astor House to wash It down, whilst
drinaiog to the victory of his own candidate for Got-

'"Tbave come rather before my time," I said apolo¬
getically, as I entered Mr. Weed's parlor. I fought it
best to come earlier th»n expected, lest he might be out

°f«'|k.nV't mention it." be said, pleasantly ellering me a
chair, "I am very glad to see you."

.. You may be less so when you hear my name is

W"Vn'kofP" he ejaculated, and nearly dropped the
poker he was approaching the fire with, Indeed he
continued, staring at me in astonishment.
"Yea, I have called on you, Mr. Weed, to ask why you

dii not do as much for me when you were in Genoa, and
1 wss In prison, before publishing a defamatory state-
m
Mr. Weed poked Ihe fire unmercifully.hemmed.asked

me if I wouldn't prefer sitting on the sofa.or if UUed
a rocklngchair best, and he oflersd me his own.

I saw he was drealfuUy put to It, and to give hlmtimi
to recover, and get his wits to rights, I went on rattling
about Genoa, Ml .s Gamble, myself, himself, and the
wonderful account be had given of the whole matter. I
was perfectly cool, courteous and secretly amused. By
this time Richard was himself again He got down into

a corner of the sofa near to me, his face was Mushed,
but his agitation was inward, for externally he was
calm. I had been analyzing him whilst talking. His
manner was soft and conciliatory. Subtle men are said
to have this peculiarity His face had an agreeable as-
nect, but his eye troubled me considerably. It was dif-
flrult to see It at all, for his eyebrow was heavy and
busby, and he could let it down like a curtain, until
the organ was nearly invisible.

I'll maks bim open his eyes before we part, I m-ntally
""iVs-ore you," said Mr. Weed, in an expoetuliting
tone, "I never dreamt the little story 1 wrote home
about it wonld go beyond Albany.

'. It might not, if it bad been written with less skill.
Mr Weed was not insensible to compliment, I saw, for

be "grinned a gbaatly smile" at the allusion to his

He 'then began talking of Mise Gamble, and I soon
penetrated his tactics, lie was misled by my m inner,feeing 1 was not at all angry, he thought be could
dandle me into a pliant wood, by rtpoat.ng all the flat-
tenng things Miss Gamble had said. I affected to give
wsv to his soothing treatment, for be would be less on
his'gusrd if be thought I bad fallen into his trap.
" I assure yon," be said In a purring way, " she

showed the liveliest interest for you.almost talked of
jou with tears In her eyes.read over to me all your let-
.era.which were admirably written."

I smiled, that he might think he was doing me.
"Yes," he went on. "she was dreadfully shocked at

'""Well0? adm1! °^lrB^'eed," I replied In a gentle voice,
.'that I am deeply gratified at these details, which I
canno* doubt, as you assert them. It appears^ then,
that Miss Gamble was really attached to m». Did she
aJmit that she bad pledged me ber liaodV
"Yes, she did; but frequently exggessed her doubts

as to vour affection for her. She wondered why yoe did
not offer marriage In her best days, but waited till she
bsd come into a Urge fortune »

T*is was a sly hit, which he thought would dampen
n''« i-be rosy have said this to you/' I continued, " but
she always declared to my Consul, Dr. Baker, and to eve-
rv hod v else that I had gone stark mad about her. She
.W*d herself too highly to believe that her fortune
alane drew me on she kiew. further, that I uad a hand¬
some salary from the Kngllsh government; ao<1 she was,1." .w»re that I had abandoned for her another match,w,?h a large fortune It is idle, thonfh, to discuss these
matters now What I want to say, la ^¦*« £\ou know," per-isted Mr Weed, hoping to eoftes
me thU time effectually. .. that I should not he aston^ished If It ended In a marriage yet * 1 always tboug
so and said as much to Miss fiatnb'e

" What did the reply?"
" Fhe smiled, bat Mid aothlnc to the contrary."

It was then the beat thing," I declared: " bat now
it is too late, by-tbe-by, you have not tola me yet why
you published her stoij, without coming to bear mine."

" Daren't 1 1"' he returned, apparently surprised.
"There waa a reason at the time. I-et me iee. "

Be pulled away at hie segar, and looked up and down
1b search of aome ingenious pretext.
" There ought to be a good reason, Mr. Weed," I re¬

marked; for both aa a journalist and a juat man, it waa
blameable to publish an export* statement. " If you
had only cone to me"
"Oh! I remember," he resumed, "wfcat prevented

me. 1 bad nearly forgotten it."
" What was it f" I asked, really curious.

" Yea, that waa it. 1 knew there waa something;" and
be jumped up and put his back to the dre, as though he
wished to warm up hia idea before dishing it.

.' Well t" I queried.
" Why, in snort, I was told that you relied on the

British government for protection, and that you didn't
care about baring anything to do with Americans."
Bravisstmo ! I cried to myself Talleyrand himself

could not have done better. If I had allowed myself to
be disarmed by this abaurdity, be would have had an
excuse for the public, and a quietus for me.

.. It ia atrange," I replied, with the a'.most gravity,
"that a man of yonr sagacity was so easily misled; for
yeu knew that the champion of Miss Gamble was the
British Consul, whilst the United States Consul, Dr. Baktfr,
was my sole defrnder. From this, it appeara that you
took the British side of the question."
"Well, 1 may be mistaken," said the hardened politi¬

cian, not in the least abashed to find his rocket fly
tack in bis own face.
" But lot me ask you a question or so," I continued,

" about the famous ' abduction. ' What did Miss Gamble
tell you about that?"
"Not a word to yonr discredit," replied Mr. Weed

snd off he went again on the soothing tack. " She said
distinctly that you were not guilty ol' the smallest Inde¬
licacy in word or act."
" Why, you don't say so!" quoth I, this time greatly

astonished.
"Indeed I do." he continued. " She said that she

never had the least apprehension of any personal vio¬
lence," [Mr. Weed has stated this to others, as wiU be
shown.]

I have got you in a tight place at last, methmks, was
my inward reflection.
" That is very important, Mr. Weed," I remarked

alond. " Are you sure that your recollection seres you
faithfully?"

'. I can't be mistaken In tbat," he replied; "for I
wrote down all she said the moment I left her, und
while it was all fresh In my mind."
" That is all I want," 1 said in a tone of satisfaction;

'. if Miss Gamble told you I treated lier with deference,
then I am satisfied. Indeed, her going to sleep at the
'Iron Crown,' under my protection, alter leaving my
apartment, is proof enough of my previous good beha¬
vior. Whst diil she say about that ?"

" She admitted it, but I don't recollect exactly what
she".
"Well, never mind," I said carelessly; for I thought

it best nit to push him too hard. 1 therefore changed
ray ground at once. " Did anybody urge you into wri¬
ting against me, Mr. Weed?" I asked.
"I think not," he said, looking rat'icr puzzled.
"I was told that Miss had a htnd in it."
"No, for I saw her at Florence, and after I left

Genoa."
"How did you like Italy, Mr. Weed?"
" Very much, indeed. "

" I dare say you foand Rome the most interesting
place of all?"
" I think on the whole it was. By the- by I should

mention an amusing thing that occurred there con¬
nected with jou."
"Ah!"
"Yes. Mr. Caas got me a private audienco of the

Pope, and as we were driving there together, he turned
round to me and said, ' Do you know why I wanted you
to tee the ropey An old friend of mine has got into
trouble at Genoa, and I wish you to nsk the Pope to In¬
tercede for him with the King of Sardinia,' and then
he began to relate your affair. ' Bless my soul I' I
exclaimed, 'why didn't you tell me that before. I
can't speak to the Pope in his favor, for i have taken up
the otlicr side, and written a full account of it hoas.'
'What,' raid Mr. Cass, quite taken aback, 'was it
you wlio wrote that ?' and so the subject dropped be¬
tween us, and the Pope escaped the intended applica¬
tion."
"At that time," I returned. " But Mr. Casa is not the

mac to give up his point, or abandon a countryman in
distress. He went to the Pope himself about the matter.
But 1 will not detain you longer, this evening, Mr.
Weed," I said, rising, for we have been tilting over an
hour.

" I have a little engagement on hand," he observed,
no doubt anxioua to get me otf.
" I have brought you a copy of my bo'ik, an far an it

is printed," I observed, handing it to him. "Read it
over, that you may see how dreadfully you have slan¬
dered me. Here is your own publication, too, in a Paris
journal, copied from a I.ondon one. Compare them to¬
gether, ami I will drop in on you to morrow, to hear
what you think of it. At what hour shall I find you f"
Mr. V.'e»d looked an though 1 was treating the matter

very methodically, but he answered.
" Weil, I shall be in at aliout two o'clock."
" I shall not fail," I Haid, bidding him good night.

"Pray, do not come out I know the way."
Bow polite people are apt to be when they have done

you a wrong.
I wa.i rontent with my first interview with Mr. Thur-

low Weed. His manner clearly indicated thit he found
himself in an uncomfortable position, and he mide ad¬
missions that surprised me beyond measure. H's vurlnl
declarations were in flagrant contradiction to bis writ¬
ten statement, and 1 was at a loss to account for It.
Both rould not be true. He seemed disposed, as I
thought, to do n.e justice, and when he reads over myhii-tcry of the afta'r, supported by such conclusive tertf-
mcny, he wfll not scruple, I concluded, to retract his
calumnies, and express his regrtts. I was pleased to
think I thould have no difficulty with h>m, though
1 had been advised, as a matter of policy, to sue
blm Sue him for libel, said many of myafrienls,and that will give more notoriety than ever to your book,
and enlarge its sa'e. Others said, don't see him, but
write to him. If he commit himself on paper, you have
him at greater advantage. Be on your guard, or he will
et the whip hand of you in some way. 1 lelt the wis-
om of these prudential suggestions, but the truth is, I
always believed that Mr. Weed had either given way to
his prejudices, or been misled by Miss Gamble. 1 had
no disposition, therefore, to harass him with a libel
suit, or to lay any snares for him; but I determined to
use what little tact 1 was master of t<> dr.iw hiin into
an acknowledgment of his fanlt, whi-.h 1 honed his
own sense and good feeling would not resist, in that
rase 1 would be satisfied with a few liies of apolo. y.It was in this humor that I returned, on December i,at two o'circk, to the Astor House. I encountered, on
entering, one of its proprietors, the energetic Stetsm,whom 1 had not met since my return. After a word
cr two o' mutual greeting, I congratulated him on the
Astor House maintaining its ground against the splen¬did rival establishments lately sprung up, that were
miking New York the wonder of the world.
"O yes," he said, rubbing bis hands, " we are getting

on as well as ever; and in spite of all their gilding,where' the hotel to aurpat-s this in design, extent or
convenience f"
" Yon are right," I replied; " for there's a solid mag¬nificence about tha Astor House that, like Shakspeare's

fame, "Is not for a day, but for all time.' "
1 found Mr. Weed in his roooa, waiting for me. He was

a good deal steadier in manner than the previous even¬
ing, and he was evidently better prepared to shapethings to his liking, rather than, perhaps, to my inte¬
rest.

.' Well, Mr. Weed, have yon read tie book ?" I began." I have been so inuch occupied," he replied, " that I
have only had time to look over a few pages."This was very shrewd on his part, for he got rid of
giving an opinion, by pretending not to have read the
book. However, I meant to follow him up cloaely to-
day.
" What do yon think of it as far as you have gone?""Why," be said, trying to look very innocent, "I

don't see that the facts related by you differ very much
frsm those given by Miss Gamble. The discrepancies are
sot very serious, and, in ihort, it is pretty much the
same stoiy."

I ceuldn't help admiring the calm assurance of this
veteran dissembler; but 1 was not to be discomfited so
easily.

" They are so fsr the same," I replied, " that the hero
and heroine of both are Mise Gamble and myself; but
in all else they are as wide as the point asunder, in
your statement there are many events fully detailed
that never occurred. You say, for instance, that I
followed Miss Gamble, after contriving a plot with her
courier, from Tui.n to Genoa, at the vry hour I was
dining with the Sardinian Cabinet at Turin. You assert,also, that I gave the lady one dose of chloroform, and
threatened another. Now these ' ciacrepanrins' may
seem trifling enough in your eyes, but they are not so in
mine. Resides, tho roloring you gave your version
throughout was adroitly calculated to lower me in publie esteem. Come, Mr. Weed, be more just and lees in
genioes. Can't you pay something more satisfactory y"

In replying to me, he expressed himself in so many dif¬
ferent pb rases, each contradicting the other, that it put
me in mind of one of Cromwtll's speeches.
" Now, what do you mean tv all that f i asked, verycoolly; trying, meanwhile, to look under bis eyelirow."I mean,"he said, changing h's seat, "thit you had

the woman in your hands balf a-doten times, and I don't
understsnd how a man of the world like you. an I a
diplomatist to boot, could let her slip out so of en "

He had dropped bis tone of blandishment. 1 saw, and
was now trying the effect of an aggressive one.
" Why, 1 had no wish to hold Kr sgainst her will," I

returned; "and for that mttter, 1 am n<* the drat di¬
plomatist outwitted by Miss Gamble. I woul 1 march her
lor stratagem sgainst more knowing heads than mine.
Phe haa managed to get yon into a rather awkward
scrape, it appears. I don't accuse her of want of prin¬ciple, b ut there is a Siablerie in her disposition she can¬
not control I remember she told me that sundry yean
ago » be tormented «ome early admirer of hem till ehe
lesohred, out ef pity, that if he aaked her again she
would consent. She expected to meet him at some ball,
and she made np her mind, she said, not to trifle any
more, Ihey met, and towards the close of the evening
her offended victim crossed the room to speak I couldn't
help it,' sbe declared; 'but the moment I saw him
coming, I bolted In an opposite direction, and he never
spoke to me again.' Fo yon see, Mr Weed, if you and I
have both m tain leen made a shuttlecock, it Is because
the cannot help it."
"That Is a very striking anecdote yon have related."

returned Mr. Weed, wiping his spectacles, as though he
wanted to see clearer and further,
.'Perhaps you couldn't get on, as the matter was not

to yonr taste," I said, returning to the book.
"On the contrary, I fonnd It very amusing. It will

sell like wild- Are, and make a great sensation. But it has
a fsult"
"If It had only one, Ishnu'd be a lucky author. To

what do yon aHude?"
"To a certain levity of tone that seems at war with

sentiment. In a word, there is more of calcn'atlon, ap¬
parently, than feeling, In yonr pursuit of Miss Gamble,
whieh leave* yonr reader in doubt whether It was her
pereon er her puree that inspired you "

" I have beard the remark before," I admitted, " and
H is just. My object was slmfly to relate the inridents

of my courtship, m> much diatnrted. and not to rer**!
the 1 icden impulses that ltd to them I would rather

leave tb« public to judge unfavorably, than to niki an
exhibition of the secrets of my heart. I an not hardened
enough in authorship to put a window in my breaat,
opening on the street There waa nothing in the strug¬
gle 1 have described to preclude a mutual attachment,
lit** Gamble coquetted to poitpone our marriage, for the
love of the thing; and instead of plying her with en¬
treaties, the uaual way, I employed various ruses to de¬
feat her. This was from pride and policy, and not from
calculation or a want of affection."
" Oil I understand it now," exclaimed Mr. Weed.

" You have suppressed the sentimental part, and have
recorded only the lively sparring that constituted, la
fact, tbe main part of jour courtship."
"Those not unfamiliar," I explained, "with the

counter-currents of the heart, know that one sin of an
ardent passion in certain natures is the zest they take
in contending with each other. At our age and with our
characters, a sentimental courtship was out of the ques¬
tion. but tbe stolen look, tbe involuntary sigh, the un¬
bidden blush, that betrsy love's infection, may not hav»
been wanting In onr case; but such tilings are not told
in print. As I bavo written my story, I may have left
myself exposed to the suspicion of mercenary motives,
which I rejiret; but my chief aim was to vindicate my-
sell' against the disreputable acts falsely attributed to
me."
"Just so," observed the stoical politician, who waa

more likely engrossed with Home new part; intrigue
tban edified by my dissertation on the vagaries of the
crsck trained. *

"Did Miss Gamble tell you, Mr. Weed," I asked ab¬
ruptly. coming to the point, "that I attempted to chlo-
rofoun her?"
"Yia ; she said you tried it once, but only in.

jest. You threatened, if forced to it a second time, not
to fail."

"£lie wished you, then, to believe that I contemplated
an outrage upon her."
"Yen," he replied; "something of that sort."
"I»id she say 1 gave it a second time, as 1 threaten*

ed f"
"No."
"Then, did she leave you to Infer that.that I was not

'forced' to administer a second done ?"
"I don't know," responded Mr. Weed, getting rather

perplexed.
''Now, all this seems to me somewhat inconsistent

with her telling you. as ststed last night, that I acted
with tbe greatest delicacy, and that she had not the
least apprehension of personal violence. Just what she
often told the United States Consul at Genoa. "
" Why, yes," Mr. Weed confessed, " it is rather con¬

tradictory."
" And didn't It strike you so at the time, a sharp man

like you t"
"Well, no," be persisted; "she worked it all into

one story so Ingeniously, that I didn't see the incon
gruity."

I thought the time had now come to make him openhis eyes. It' possible; so I added
" 1 will tell you something, Mr. Weed, that may sur-

priie you.""Ah I" he said, as if quite on his guard.
''Are you aware that Miss Gamble denies that she

ever said a word to you about chloroform ?"
" What !" he cricd, as though a thunder-bolt

had bit bim; and his eyebrows flew right up his
forehead. He stared at me in amazement, and his
eye tparkled a' though his mind was suddenly illu¬
mined. 1 scrutinized this almost invisible feature of
his with care, aud found in it the elements of hia char¬
acter. There was sagacity, resolution, cunning, and a
dash of good nature. ''Whutl" he repeated; "who told
you tbii-y"
"A friend of hers, lately, In London,"
Mr. Weed recovered himself in a moment, and dowa

went the eyebrows again, lie moditaled, and was silent.
1 snw I should fret no more out of him, and I rose.

"Well, sir," I said, in a more decided tone than be¬
fore, "what do you propose doing for me!"'
"I cannot ssy exactly," he replied, look jig down at

bis boots, "for 1 have no: read the book."
"How long will that take your" I asked.
"Some two or three days "

"Keep it then until you have perused it, but do not
let it go out of your hands."

"I promise you that."
"Aud, what then, Mr. Weed?"
" Why, then, when tbe book appears," he said, mov¬

ing off towards his bedroom, "1 shall say something
that will be satiifactory to you."

'Ibis was another capital artifice of the Albany Machia-
vel, for if I had accepted his offer he would have writ¬
ten a pleasant paragraph or so about the book, taking
c»so, oi cmrse, not to compromise himself, or seriously
contradict tbe story he hid once published.
" No, that will uot do, Mr. Weed," I said, rather de¬

termined. "I would like you to write me a letter, at
once, admitting that jou disparaged me in error, and
adding what regrets you pl-ase."
"Very well," he returned reluctantly, "I will try and

do what I can "

"You will write to me, then?"
"1 will."
" Id wh»t time ?"
"In two or three days."'
" That will do, and I shall be glad to let tbe matter

drop there."
We parted on tbe best of terois.
"When do you leave for Albany ?" 1 asked, return

tof-_" To morrow morning, early ."
" I shall not see you tfc«>n again; and ?ogond-by."It is superfluous, I take it to make any comment on

tbe forrgting conversation. The stupendous contradic¬
tion in which Mr. Weed involved himself, by saying that
Mies Gamble bad testifies to my gentle behavior towards
her, after he had published ber declaration that I had
employed chloioform for a felonious purpose, was so
palpable that I suppo-ed he would be delighted to Jet

¦ ut of bis falxe position in the easy and plea<aut manner
had suggested. It cannot bo cenied that I acted in a

can 'id and liberal spoil in all this. 1 was blamed, as I
Kid, for want o[ caution. 1 preferred yielding to my im¬
pulses, however, trusting, us I have done a hundred
times, to the pott's forssigat:.

Our indiicretion sometimes serves us well,
When our deep plots do fail ; which should teach us
There's a Divinity doth shape our ends,Rough-hew them as we will

I passed the Astoi House about tsro o'clock, next day,aid thought I would hok in. Sure enough, I found tbe
sly odttW of the ^renting Journal seated quietly In his
room up to hie knees in newspapers.
"What, not gone?" I exclaimed.
"No," he said, placidly, " I am waiting for tbe Men*

face."
"Not read the hook jet?"
"No, I am so busy."
"I dare say," and" I sat down at his request.
We had a < liat on foreign politics, and then got back

to the Cuba question. I found tbe views of Mr. Weed
those of a pmctic.il politician, but expressed with bin
usual hesitation, bordtrng at times on vagueness.

" Non-c«.rainittaI" was so long the order of the day at
Albany, that it has liktly become an endemic there. I
had kno wish to renew our conversation on tbe same
topic, and soon got up to go. Mr. Weed, however, made

a final attempt to gain a point, and laya"kedgeto
windward," as tailors say, for he remarked.
" I foigot to say that Miss Gamble told me yon com¬

bined against her all the in flaences you could bring to
le»r, that you got round her old nurse, and won over
several of her friends?"
"All's fair in love, Mr. Weed, aa in polities, and that

weuM be my excuse if it waa so, but I did nothing of
the kind. You know Mir>s Gamble, and must admit that
a vomiin at her time of life, of her Intellect, singularcharacter, and vast experience in coquetry, is not to he
wleedled and influenced agaioat her will, like a girl la
her teens. No, sir, that accnMtioa la as groundless aa
the rest."
With that I left him, he promising to "do his duty,"

as he aald, and I, never doubting but be would.
I write to blm at Albany the succeeding nay to say I

had r»ad over his Genoese letter of two years back, and
counted no less than twenty Instances of rank fabrica¬
tion. I touched upon his notion dt "influences" again,and ridiculed it. No answer to thia. I wrote again, to
request tbe return of my book, aa my publisher waa un-
essy about it. The book was returned, but no letter.
Several days elapsed, when I desired a legal fritnd to ad¬
dress bim, but the oracle of the Evening Journal hsa
given no response. This la neither courteous nor busi¬
ness like. I appeal to the public; I appeal to the friends
of Mr. Weed; l appeal to Mr. Weeo himself; am I not en¬
titled to redressr Is this a "luxury too daring," aa Mil¬
ton had it?
The above bad already gone to press, when I reeelvej

the folio sing letter Irom Mr. Thurlow Weed, which con¬
firms in its spirit and matter so completely my relatioo
of the interview* with that gentleman, that all must ad¬
mit its fidelity. This letter is quite a gem in Its way;for whilst Its apparsnt design la to extenuate hie previous misstatement, it, in fact, reiterates unmodified it*
worst features. Let the reader judge for himself:.

I>e<Tt*n*R 13, 1854.
IIfxkt Wnnrr, Esu.Dim* Si». The unpubliahelvolume which jnu handed ma in New York, waa ra

n uncled by exptes* before I lound leisure to finish read
Ing it, and I »«i called from home without baring time
to anawrr your Utter.
On my return 1 found * letter from John B. Scoles,Eaq. indicating your purjwue of aeeklng le^ai addrea « in

tie event of my being unable to make aucb voluntaryreparation »» you felt that you have a right to claim
from me.

I um constrained to repeat what I remarked to you is
con* eriation, that m fat at I had prncenled in your re-
vel»t|<.na concernitg Misa Gamble. I did not discover the
essential diacrepancie* between that lady'* rer-ion to
mi and that which you propoae to fire youraelf. Her
account if au^itantially corroborated by your narrative,
tut % hiie the/(Kb in the cane do not materially differ,
ai Mated by both partus, the detail» and coloring vriynaturally /care different imprtttinm.Mlaa Gamble, in her cooreriation* with me, *eem»lI rank, unreaereed, and sincere, and I certainly left her
with a stronf belief In the trathfulnea* of her state-
ir.ents.
The accusation which you regard an moot Injurious to

' our r*pntat>on, and that which you are moat anxloa*
o r-pel, I* the alleged attempt to u*e chloroform while,Misa (iamble waa in your apartment at Genoa. My re-

dllectton la. that Mi** Gamble Informed me that after
arlng made a feint of applying chloroform, you threat¬

ened. If driven by her nfnsala to extremity, that yon
> weuld um it In earneat. Yon Informed me that Ml>»

Gamble denied baring made thli ilatement. If to jourenial of tbia accusation bera la auperadded, I on* hounl
to bflin* thai I niiundmtoodkrr in that particular.Yon deny, also that you followed Mia* Gamble from
Turin to Genea, baring arranged with her courier to de¬
lay her journey. Thia confllcta with Mlaa Gamble *
statement. I only know that ! gave the rircuaiUoce*
.uhstantlally a* 1 received them from that lady, who t
am persuaded waa aineere In her belief of their truth.

ReipectfnUy, your obedient aervant,
TfU'RLQW WFTO

Tit i* letter waa dated December 12, but mailed only on
the 17th, and reached me on the mornlog of the lflth.
Mr. Wsed took ample time, therefore, for deliberation.

I have italiclaed the prominent pointa of thia singularproduction. Mr. Weed atill keeps hie hand on.
a back door, aa it were, whence f> escapesbtuld the pressure be too hard, for he apeak*,always of not having read the book after retaining it for
no lees than live day*, when omly aa many hour*
were neceaaarr It wa* hi* duty clearly to read t
forth with, a* he wa/ called upon for a prompt repara
tion, and it is strange indeed, that he ahonl l gire hi*
final opinion before he had done *o. As it la, he vent Tire*
to declare that Miu Gamble'* "acooun' i* *'ibeta*ti»liy
'cr t -aled by your narrattre," without e»pl»iniog


